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"Najuib Mahfouz and Heritage"

Bv: Mohammad Ahmad AL-Gudah
Supervisor: Prof Ibrahim AL-Saafeen

The objective of this thesis is to trace the relationship between Najuib
Mahfouz and the cultural heritage starting from the date when he wrote
his three historical novels: 'Abath .al-Agdar (The Absurdity of Fates),
Radobees, and Kifah Tibah ). up to the date of his writing Awlad Haritna
(The Children of our Quarter), Hikayat Haritna (Stories of our Quarter),
Malhamat alf-Harafeesh (Al-Harafeesh Epic), and Liali alf Laila (Nights
of the Arabian Nights) and ending with Ibn Fattouta (The Son of
Fartouta.) This relationship can be described as that of continuity and
inspiration. On the other hand, the relationship between the various
narrative forms and his creative experience was rather controversial and
can be remarkably seen in his very early novels and literary writings.

The study aims at probing into Najuib Mahfouz's concern with inherited
narrative forms, and his utilization of collective inherited forms in his
works. Although he might concentrate on one certain form in one specific
novel, all other inherited forms would come into play in his own
imagination, thus, producing a totally independent, unique and free work
that can by no means be accommodated within existing traditional forms,
For instance, he has employed all existing narrative and literary forms is
his works, especially Nighrs of the Arabian Nights, biographies,
translations, folklore epics, travel literature, and the Magama with its
various types. He also resorted to inherited literary meanings and contents
with their different structures and connotations like for instance the
magamat of the sufists, saints, and the gnostics; and letters, tales and
stories from the other or invisible world without neglecting the cares,
problems and worries of his contemporary society.

All works that have been studied for the purpose of this research reflect
Mahfouz's attitudes, perceptions and impressions vis-i-vis the problems
and reality of his age, and his sensitivity to such problems. It seems that
whenever he was writing a new story, no matter whether heritage-
oriented or classical oriented that he was experimenting a new form of
literary work. Nevertheless, he succeeded in preserving the integrity,
identity, and vitality of his works as he dces not look to literary heritage
in the light of a western perspective, neither does he look at the western
novel from an ancient eye. Rather, he looks at each age with his own
personal perspective, the thing which revealed down to earth reality, long
history and the presence of the other deep rooted in all his works. |
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